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1. Introduction 

 

The Garden Museum wishes to build a pavilion as the entrance to Lambeth Green, a 

new green public realm and park to be created around the Museum to the designs 

of Dan Pearson Studio.  

This pavilion will be a permanent structure to house the horticultural staff, 

volunteers and trainees to maintain the new 5.3 acre park being created in 

partnership with Lambeth Council and Transport for London, but is also intended to 

an act as a new entrance to the Museum to people crossing Lambeth Bridge, or 

walking beside the River Thames.  

We also wish to achieve an integration of architecture with landscape design and 

horticulture.  

This is an open competition. The deadline for first stage submissions is Monday 28 

June at 10am. Six practices will be short-listed and invited to interview, with an 

honorarium of £1,500 to develop concepts. The Architects’ Journal will exclusively 

feature the six short-listed designs. 

 

2. Background 

 

In 2017 the Garden Museum completed an £8.2 million restoration and extension 

project by Dow Jones Architects to build permanent galleries inside a derelict 

church, and to build an extension for learning pavilions and café around a new 

garden by Dan Pearson. The project was one of The Observer’s top five building 

projects of 2017 described as a “subtle conversion of a church and churchyard into 

an urban homage to things planted” by Rowan Moore and awarded The Architects’ 

Journal prize for ‘Cultural Retrofit of the Year’ in 2018.   

With the Museum built, and with visitors to the site more than doubled, our next 

ambition is to lead the transformation of our urban environment. With seed-funding 

from The Henry Oldfield Trust and The Garfield Weston Foundation we have begun 

to work with residents, local business, Lambeth Council, and Transport for London 

to envision a new green space for London.   
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The pavilion will be designed in response to a masterplan for Lambeth Green by Dan 

Pearson Studio, which embraces five sites in a variety of ownerships, from the 

Thames Embankment to a neighbourhood park known as ‘Old Paradise Gardens’, 

with a total area of 5.3 acres. These are illustrated in Fig. 1 below.  

The first phase of this new urban space for London will be the re-design of a triangle 

of land adjacent to the Museum called ‘St Mary’s Gardens’ to become experienced 

as integral with the current garden, although it will continue to be fully accessible 

public realm. The new pavilion would stand at the west end of St Mary’s Gardens, 

facing Lambeth Bridge.   

 

3. Vision 

 

3.1 A Garden Junction  

A specific catalyst for the scheme is the transformational scheme Transport for 

London are developing, which would see the area at Lambeth Bridge improved to the 

benefit of pedestrians and cyclists. This would be in line with the Mayor’s 

commitment to create healthy streets for all Londoners. (This scheme is currently on 

hold post-Covid, but the chosen design will integrate with TfL’s future plans, even if 

it is to be built first).  

 ‘The proposals by the Garden Museum are wholly consistent with my ambitions, 

set out in my Transport Strategy and London Environment Strategy, to improve 

the public realm and make London’s public realm greener… I am delighted to 

hear that the Garden Museum are bringing their expertise to bear on the 

proposals of the remodelling of the southern side of Lambeth Bridge and I look 

forward to seeing their proposals’.  

Letter from Sadiq Khan, Mayor of London, 12 December 2018 

The design will fuse design for transport with an extension of Dan Pearson’s garden 

with new beds within the public realm which are the responsibility of TfL; The 

Garden Museum will maintain these new plantings on behalf of TfL, with the new 

pavilion providing the necessary horticultural facility.  



Architectural Competition Brief: A Pavilion for Lambeth Green 
      
 

 5 

3.2 The Vision for Lambeth Green 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A - Garden Museum site 

B - St Mary’s Gardens (Lambeth Council) 

C - Lambeth Palace Forecourt (Church Commissioners) 

D – Riverside Walk (Lambeth Council) 

E - Lambeth Bridge Roundabout (TFL) 

F - Junction of Lambeth Road and Lambeth High Street (LC) 

G - Lambeth High Street (LC) 

H - Old Paradise Gardens (LC) 

I – Whitgift Street (LC) 

 

 

Fig. 1 – A map of the different areas of Lambeth Green. The Garden Museum is in 

red. 
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The masterplan begins with the current riverside walk between the southern tip of 

Thomas’s Hospital and Lambeth Bridge which will be re-designed to become a 

piazza, opening up views of Lambeth Palace and celebrating the aquatic façade of 

the Houses of Parliament.  

St Mary’s Gardens (B) will become an intimate public green, with a central lawn, and 

there will be a new entrance to the Museum site through an opening in the 

churchyard wall.  

The planting scheme will cross the road to embrace the environs of the new No.1 

Lambeth High Street (F), Lambeth High Street (G) and Old Paradise Gardens (H). 

Work on planting Lambeth High Street, and a new community garden within Old 

Paradise Gardens is expected to begin later this year.  

 

4. Historic Context and Heritage Designations 

 

This site is ancient, owing to its proximity to river, Church and Palace. Until the mid-

19th century the ‘Horse Ferry’ was the only crossing of the river, and a structure 

which was first an alms-house, and then a pub, stood on the competition site, and 

was painted by J. M. W. Turner in 1790.  

The landscape masterplan envisions the re-instatement (as a pedestrian route) of the 

ancient path of Lambeth Road beside the churchyard wall of St Mary’s.  

This character of Lambeth as a village on the south bank was transformed by the 

building of The Embankment in 1870, and by the reconstruction of Lambeth Bridge 

in the 1930s designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield in a classical Imperial style; the re-

alignment of the approach road to that Bridge formed a triangle dubbed ‘St Mary’s 

Gardens’ but despite various configurations and re-plantings it has never become a 

space in which people pause, play, or relax.  
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The new pavilion should be designed to catch the eye of people crossing Lambeth 

Bridge or walking along The Embankment, without causing harm to the Lambeth 

Palace Conservation Area or to the settings of the following heritage assets (or 

obstructing views of these assets):  

i. Lambeth Palace (Grade I) 

ii. the medieval tower and porch of St Mary’s (now the Garden Museum) – 

Grade II* listed   

iii. the formal axis of Lambeth Bridge as designed by Reginald Blomfield in 

c.1930. Grade II listed 

iv. The Garden Museum and its churchyard walls (Grade II*) or the Grade II* 

listed Tomb of William Sealy  

 

Fig. 2 – Bird’s-eye view of site © Dan Pearson Studio 
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5. Location 

 

 

Sketches Fig. 2 and Fig. 3 illustrate the proposed location of the new pavilion but 

are no guide to form, appearance or design values. 

We have no preconceived expectations, beyond our identity as a Museum, and our 

pride in the heritage of the site and neighbourhood.  

The brief, as it stands, reflects the input by TfL’s Urban Design London panel. 

Designs must show an understanding of the operation and design of the traffic 

junction and the requirements of vehicles, cyclists, and pedestrians.   

 

6. Function 

 

The new pavilion will be for horticultural maintenance; under Council planning 

policy, permission can only be granted for construction on an open space if a 

structure is purely for the maintenance of that space. 

St Mary’s Garden 

TfL proposed scheme

TfL proposed 
public realm 

Garden Museum 

Lambeth Palace 

Fig. 3 – Location plan © Dan Pearson Studio 
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Its second purpose will be as a new entrance to Lambeth Green, and from Lambeth 

Green to the Museum:  

It will also improve accessibility to the Museum, as the current access via the sloping 

forecourt of Lambeth Palace is challenging to people using wheelchairs.  

Its horticultural function requires:  

• Storage for tools and day to day gardening equipment 

• A place for staff, Trainees and volunteers to change clothes and hang wet-

weather gear (there will not be a toilet in the pavilion itself)  

• A place for staff, Trainees and volunteers to have breaks for tea 

The volunteers will include younger people, although not schools, and are very likely 

to include people with disabilities.       

Lambeth Green as a locus of visible horticultural activity will also announce a change 

from the formality of Westminster to the greener character of the South Bank, and of 

Lambeth’s history as a place of market and pleasure gardens. 

 

7.  Partnership Context 

 

7.1 Lambeth Council 

The new pavilion would be built on Lambeth Council land, leased on a long-term 

agreement to the Museum; Lambeth Council has a strong track record of 

collaborating with community groups and other partners on regenerating green 

space at a time of reduced public funding.  

Lambeth Green will continue to be a public space; the existing Museum garden will 

continue to be closed at night.  

 

7.2 Transport for London 

The masterplan has been reviewed by TfL’s urban design team who have asked that 

the pavilion: 

• Provides shelter for Lambeth Green but also welcomes the new public space 

to be created by the junction re-design. 
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• Balances the horticultural activity rooted in and around the new structure with 

the varied flow of urban pedestrians  

 

8. Competition Process  

 

8.1 Eligibility  

This is a competition open to all qualified architects registered with the ARB. 

 

8.2 Awarding Criteria 

Entries will be considered in relation to the following five criteria: 

1. Understanding of the brief and vision of the Museum and its partners 

2.       Response to context and environment, including sustainability   

3.       Articulation of design values and approach   

4.       Contribution to the community and area 

5.       Viability of the proposals 

 

8.3 Competition Schedule 
 

Competition launch   Tuesday 01 June 2021 

First stage deadline Monday 28 June 2021 at 10am 

Shortlist notification/press release w/c 19 July 2021  

Second stage deadline Friday 10 September 2021 

Interviews/judging/decision-making  w/c 13 September 2021 

Notification/press release w/c 27 September 2021 

 

8.4 Format of Entries 

Your entry should be named and on a single A3 board combining words and images. 

Digital versions can be emailed to lambethgreen@gardenmuseum.org.uk, ready to 

print at A3 and with a file size no larger than 2MB. 
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8.5 Interview Panel 

Dan Pearson Landscape Designer 

Christopher Woodward Director of the Garden Museum 

Michael Halcrow Honorary Treasurer of the Garden Museum 

Laura Burlington Trustee of the Garden Museum 

Sir Charles Saumarez Smith CBE Trustee of the Garden Museum 

Rowan Moore Architecture Critic for The Observer 

Amicia de Moubray Writer and Trustee of Henry Oldfield Trust 

Edmund Bird Heritage Manager, Transport for London 

Jason Waddy Partner, Gardiner & Theobald 

 

9. Budget & Timescale 

 

We have no outline budget and there is no obligation to provide one at this stage. 

This masterplan and competition has been funded by the Henry Oldfield Trust and 

The Garfield Weston Foundation. We will fund-raise separately for the cost of the 

pavilion, on the appointment of a winner.   

The project will begin when the necessary funds have been raised and on receipt of 

planning permission. 

 

10. Contact  

 

There will be no formal site visits arranged, but the Garden Museum is accessible by 

purchasing a ticket on arrival, or via the website: 

https://gardenmuseum.org.uk/visit/ 

 

Please direct any competition related enquiries to 

lambethgreen@gardenmuseum.org.uk 


