
This activity involves going outside 
but also bringing the outside inside! 

It is inspired by Orchards, Fruit 
Trees and designing your own.

You can follow the example exactly but lots 
of the materials can be easily swapped for 

what you have at home!

Table-Top Orchard



Table- Top Orchard

Build Your Own 3D Collage!

Materials

For this exercise you will need:
1) A Paintbrush, some Paint

(Acrylic and Poster Paint work
well), some Glue (I used PVA)
(Wooden Skewers/Cocktail 

Sticks), Plasticine/Playdough).

2) A trip outside to collect some 
leaves!

Apples and Pears are often grown in organized 
lines next to each-other, this helps to make sure 

that each tree has enough space to grow. 
Placing your trees in lines will help them look like

part of a real Orchard!
Once you have got the hang of drawing these 

fruits and making the trees, you could try 
inventing new fruits!



Table-Top Trees!

Step 1. Go into your garden or for a walk in 
the park for a leaf hunt. Look at all the 

different shapes and colours there are and 
think about which ones look like small trees. 

Step 2. When you have collected a few 
interesting leaves take them inside, wash your 

hands and dry the leaves.

Leaves decompose back 
into the soil to make food 
for future trees and other plants. Fallen leaves help 

return important nutrients into the soil.

Step 3. With some red paint and with your 
paintbrush draw some small apple shapes onto 
the leaves. Painting two blobby ovals next to 
each other helps but you can also just paint 

circles.

Step 4. Once you have enough 
‘Apples’ swap to green paint 
and paint a small leaf and 

stem on each apple. 

If you don’t want to use paint what else could you use for 
fruit?

Beads?
Pom Poms?

Paper Circles?



Table-Top Trees! Part 2

Step 5. Wait a few minutes for the paint to dry 
and flip over the ‘trees’. 

Step 6. On the back side of the leaves 
squeeze out a small amount of glue down the 

middle of the leaf and place the skewer on the 
glue. Leave to dry for a few more minutes.

If you have some 

leftover plasticin
e 

you could make some 

small fru
it tha

t have 

fallen to the ground 

already.

Step 7. Whilst the paint dries roll out a grape 
sized ball of plasticine or playdough (one for 
each tree). Poke the skewer pointy side down 
into the dough and squeeze it into a mound. 

Step 8. The trees should be able to stand up 
alone and the orchard is ready to be 

assembled!

Recycling a brown paper bag works 
well as the base for your orchard 

because the lines help order the trees. 
But what else could you use? 



Orchards attract lots of wildlife, who like to explore! Table-

Top Orchards will not attract the same but once you have 

assembled the trees you can fill it with toys. This Orchard is 

enjoyed by Dinosaurs, Unicorn-people and a Duck.

Assembling the Orchard!
You can put as many trees as you want in your Orchard! Once you get the hang of Apples you can make other fruit trees that you might grow.


